
Question 1. I wish I had known these beautiful truths when I was a younger parent. My                 
kids are now young adults. So, what can I do differently now? How do you turn around                 
your legacy with older children? 
 
Pastor Kris: First off, do not feel guilt or remorse for what you did not know when you were                   
younger. Do not carry guilt around because you wish you had done better. Remember, every day                
is an opportunity to make a fresh start. Start by having an honest conversation with your kids                 
about your family. Take them to dinner, one on one, and discuss ways you can make your                 
family relationship better. Young adults want to know that you are invested in THEM and in the                 
things that interest them. Be more involved in their lives. And look for opportunities to discuss                
issues of faith and God. Leadership is all about influence. Before you jump all in and try to                  
change everything, work on developing a closer relationship with them over a period of time.               
Then, they will be open to hearing what you have to say about the important things of faith. I did                    
not grow up in a Christian home, and I began a relationship with my mother when I was 30 years                    
old. Through that relationship, she came to know Jesus.  IT’S NEVER TOO LATE!  

 
Pastor Lou: I agree with PK. Don’t carry around guilt. Focus on what is ahead. You can make a                   
huge impact in the lives of your future grandchildren. The important thing is to continue to build                 
a strong relationship with your children now, so when the time comes, they will allow your                
influence in the lives of their kids. This requires humility and prayer. 
 
 
Question 2. What was your most favorite family memory? What was your worst one? Do               
you still talk about these memories? 
 
Pastor Kris: It’s so hard to pick just one memory! It’s been 28 years of parenting! Some of the                   
greatest moments were watching our kids come to know Christ and to better understand the               
things of God. Dominic was only 4 years old and we were walking around the forest one                 
afternoon. He looked at the white trees (birch) and he asked his grandfather, “Did God paint the                 
trees?” Just seeing how he connected nature to God was so awesome! We had many moments                
like that with our kids. The worst memory was watching our youngest child go through surgery                
when he had a hernia. He had been in pain for many months and we didn’t realize it was such a                     
serious condition until it finally was so painful we had to take him to the ER. I always regret not                    
paying more attention to him when he was complaining about the pain.  

 
Pastor Lou: Like Kris, I can’t point to one particular good or bad memory. I think anytime that                  
we are together with all of our kids is the best memory. The worst memory is probably any time                   
that I lost my temper at my kids and exhibited anger instead of the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
 



Question 3. What advice would you give single parents who are trying their best to raise                
their kids in church? What type of legacy can they expect to leave their children?  

 
Pastor Kris: Single parents can leave just as powerful a legacy as married parents. The principles                
of parenting in scripture work for every family. Prioritize your child’s walk with God. Prioritize               
church life. Prioritize your relationship with your child, and definitely prioritize learning God’s             
word together with your child. You can tell whether or not something is prioritized by looking at                 
your schedule and your wallet. If something is important to you, those 2 things will reflect it. As                  
a single parent, your time is more limited, so developing a good system and rhythm in your home                  
is very important. Keep God at the front and everything else flows from that.  

 
Pastor Lou: I think that a single parent can leave a powerful legacy in their child’s life. The                  
important thing is to be fully connected and locked into a healthy local church. The church is a                  
family and our kids need the influence of others in their lives as much as your own. A son of a                     
single mother can learn what a godly man looks like from being around spiritually healthy men                
of the church. Likewise, the daughter of a single mom can learn how a godly man treats women                  
by seeing healthy married couples interact in church. I was saved and started attending church at                
the age of 17, but my greatest example of what godly manhood was came from the men in my                   
church.  
 
 
4. No matter how hard I have tried, my children are not walking with God. I fear I have                   
pushed them away. How can I bring them back to Christ? 

 
Pastor Kris: Every person must make their own decision to follow Christ. Unfortunately, we              
cannot do it for them. The most painful thing is to watch your child struggle in their relationship                  
with God, and to see them make poor choices. If they are younger and living in your home, you                   
still have some control over their influences. Cut out the influences that are drawing them away.                
We did this very harshly at times. For example, take the phone away. Limit their ability to see                  
people - BUT replace those things with healthy alternatives and explain why. With teens, it is                
especially important to replace the things you take away with alternatives that will lead them to                
make better choices. Many parents want to be friends with their child, but that will come later.                 
Your child needs leadership - and you are the right one to lead them. Don’t give that away to                   
school, friends, or technology. Patience, persistence and prayer will work - but it may take a                
while.  
 
Pastor Lou:  Most children walk away from God for two reasons:  
1. Because they have witnessed hypocrisy in their church or inconsistencies in their parents’              
walk with God, or 



2. Because they have gone away to college and professors have convinced them that God is not                 
real.  
Everybody makes mistakes. If your life with God was not consistent when your kids were               
growing up, apologize to your kids. Ask for their forgiveness, and for a second chance. Pray for                 
your kids who have fallen to secularism and know that the Word of God will not return void. The                   
scriptures that they learned when they were young will continue to be in their minds as they live                  
their lives. The important thing is to pray for them that God will work in their lives. It is                   
important that you don’t nag them. Invite them to church or to a special event at church, but                  
don’t nag. God can do a much better job of hounding them than you can. Trust him! 
 
 
5. My children were raised in a Christian home but they are now dating unbelievers. What                
should I do? 

 
Pastor Kris: Relationships are hard to control. This is the number one battle with raising               
Christian kids. We believe ongoing, honest conversations with them will help. Show them in              
scripture WHY dating an unbeliever is not healthy, and how it will only lead to heartache and                 
trouble. Be upfront about your own struggles as a young adult, and be honest about the mistakes                 
you made. Hopefully they will learn from those mistakes. If the child is young enough and still                 
in your home, put SERIOUS boundaries around their dating life. Remember, they are still living               
in your home and you pay the bills. They are subject to your authority and boundaries until they                  
move out.  

 
Pastor Lou: I think it is biblical that a parent has a role in who their child dates. I told my boys                      
that if they want a godly, quality woman, let me help them pick her out. After all, I picked their                    
mother, and they like her pretty well!! 

 
 

6. Did either of you, or any of your kids ever struggle with pornography? We have tried to                  
get help. What would you suggest we do? 

 
Pastor Kris: Pornography was not as accessible for us growing up as it is now. The statistics                 
today are shocking! Too many kids now have viewed pornography at younger and younger ages,               
and it is affecting their daily lives. Yes, some of my kids have struggled with it. We put all the                    
technical monitors and restrictive software on computers and phones, and did a lot of              
preventative measures. Unfortunately, they still found access. You cannot control everything           
that happens in school and when they are with friends, and that can be a very scary and                  
frustrating part of parenting. There are some amazing resources out there now. Check out these               
links: 

https://www.covenanteyes.com/ 

https://www.covenanteyes.com/


https://bestchristianbooks.xyz/porn/ 
 

Pastor Lou: As teens, we would sneak magazines from our dads or friends’ dads, but porn was                 
not like it is now. It is everywhere today. It is important to guard our kids from it in our homes.                     
They need to understand that porn is not something to be involved in now if they want healthy                  
sexual lives later. They are going to see it at some point, whether at a friend's house or online,                   
but they need to know that a follower of Jesus avoids it. God created us for amazing intimacy                  
with our spouses, but porn will only hinder God’s plan.They need to know that. 
 
 
Question 7. I was abused as a child and I am very overprotective of my kids. This has                  
caused tension with my husband. How can I raise them to live fearlessly for Christ, but also                 
protect them from predators? 

 
Pastor Kris: There is such a thing as the helicopter parent! You can easily fall into the trap of                   
over-parenting these days because there are so many harmful things out there. First, get rid of                
your own fear. Ask God to give you a spirit of love because that drives out fear. Understand that                   
God has a plan and a purpose for your child, and HE will protect and guard them, when you give                    
them to Him. Talk openly and honestly with your children about the dangers that are around                
them. But, also instill in them a faith in God that is GREATER than any threat from the outside.                   
You can prove that to them by allowing freedoms in their life that are not limited by fear like                   
participating in age-appropriate gatherings and outings, and letting them experience life. If your             
first question to anything they want to do is: “Is it safe?” then you are promoting a culture of                   
fear. Learn to let go a bit, and trust God more. He is in control. Lean into your husband’s                   
confidence when you feel weak. 
 
Pastor Lou: If you have dedicated your children to God, they belong to Him. It is His job to                   
watch over them. You won’t be able to protect them from every negative experience that will                
come their way. When something bad does happen to them, if you have raised them to look to                  
God first, they will find His help in overcoming the pain of the negative experience. Many times                 
we rob our kids of the opportunity to grow and become stronger by sheltering them from life. 
 
 
Question 8. I want to raise my children correctly but my spouse is an alcoholic who is also                  
verbally abusive. How can I build a legacy for my family? 
 
Pastor Kris: Children can sense and know the truth when it is revealed to them. They will see the                   
difference in your life and in your actions, and that will speak volumes to them as they grow.                  
There are many instances in the Bible when people trusted God even though they were being                
raised in the most ungodly, unhealthy places. Look at Joseph when he was in Egypt. He was a                  

https://bestchristianbooks.xyz/porn/


stranger in a foreign land that was subject to an ungodly government. He was horribly mistreated                
and even thrown into prison for something he never did. BUT God was with him and continued                 
to elevate him. Later in His life, he came to the full realization of what God had been doing in                    
Him through all those years of suffering. He ended up saving his entire family. I am a firm                  
believer that everything we go through can be used for GOD’s glory. Be consistent in your walk                 
with God, and be patient with your kids. Continue to teach them the truth even though you are in                   
a hard situation right now. They WILL know the difference as they get older, and they will want                  
the same relationship with God that you have.  

 
Pastor Lou: The best thing you can do is keep your kids invested in church. The more time they                   
are there, around positive people, the less time that they are around someone who may be                
abusive. 

 
 
Question 9. My son swears and disrespects me all the time. Then I caught him using drugs                 
and I lost it on him. I want him to belong to Christ but I don't know what to do. Can I still                       
build a legacy of faith? 

 
Pastor Kris: Discipline is something we can never stop providing. If you eradicate negative              
behavior at the beginning, then it’s much easier to curb it if it pops up again. If your son is                    
verbally swearing at you, there is a strong possibility that discipline was not consistently applied.               
Now you have to reestablish it and regain your authority in his life. If he is still living in your                    
house, YOU are the boss. Sometimes, our kids need some tough love to turn them around. But                 
that love has to have action. Sit down and talk with him openly and honestly (without yelling) so                  
he knows you are serious about the situation in your home. Take a stand that this behavior is                  
absolutely unacceptable and will not be tolerated anymore. Set up new boundaries. Your son is               
crying out for attention and help; he just doesn’t realize what he needs. He needs you. He needs                  
your love, attention and help. Do whatever it takes to get him free of the drugs and bad                  
influences now so that he is set up for long term success.  
 
Pastor Lou: As harsh as this sounds, if your child is over the age of 18 and doing drugs in your                     
home, he/she needs to leave! If the child is under the age of 18, you need to take control of the                     
situation. That is your home and you are the authority. Love your child, but true love does not                  
enable a child to become an abuser. Pray for and over him daily. Let him hear you crying out to                    
God on his behalf. God will use those prayers to impact your child’s heart. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


